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· .. with this new sport, kite surfing and stuff ... I'm sure you've all seen it. .. out at 
Ironwoods and then also in Kanaha ... it's a big issue. And without the lifeguard 
support and help with all the new people coming in and learning this 
sport ... it's ... it, it starts to become a big problem in safety and everything as far 
as beachgoers and surfers alike, and the canoe people as well. And I just wanna 
reiterate the concern for. .. the job that they've done so well with the Wave 
Runners and rescue sleds. That is a big need and ... we definitely need more 
funds to keep that coming in, to keep that current and keep the tools and 
everything ... ready to get more people on the beach to help out. Because the 
Wave Runners definitely helped out. And ... without that, we couldn't have made 
many rescues as we have in the past. Um ... Iet's see, there are few other 
things, I'm a little nervous here ... (laughter). .. Um .. .let's see, oh, yeah, the 
ocean safety people here in Maui have been showcased in a lot of TV shows like 
ESPN and Discovery channel for the job that they have done so well, and may 
have actually carved a niche now for everyone in Califor. .. California and 
Europe, all over the world ... as far as the guidelines and how to do water safety 
and everything. And I think that should really be ... Iooked as a job well done 
here. And without your support ... they couldn't have done a great job as well. 
So I just wanted to say thanks, again, for your help. And I hope to have a little 
more support from you guys this year. Thank you very much. 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Jerry Kunitano ... Kunitomo? 

?, FROM THE AUDIENCE: .. . (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Okay, thank you. 

· .. Buck ... Buchanan. 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Buchanan approached the podium. 

MR. BUCHANAN, FROM THE AUDIENCE: ... (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Take your time there, Buck. 

MR. BUCHANAN: Good evening. I'm Buck Buchanan from Lahaina. Mahalo for being 
here. 

· .. I have two things to ask, and that's, neither one of 'em calls for anything but 
thinking ... and vision and ... applying your good brains. One is that--and we're 
all aware of the traffic problems--but I think we'll make a mistake if we limit it to 
roads for cars. I think we've gotta be more ... 
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· .. futuristic than that. I think we've gotta think about. .. narrow gauge rail kind of 
stuff, we gotta think about the Disneyland concepts. There's no reason we can't 
do that. They don't take as much room. They don't. .. they have different 
elevation requirements, and they keep those plastic cars down. Uh ... the other 
thing I want you to think about is, is to ease up some more. I know the 
Administration just recently eased up a little bit on the homeowner's use of 
the ... trash places so that they could take stuff down a little bit more frequently, 
which is a good move. But I think we've made a mistake--and I'm talking about 
the inclusive "we" when we went to the $6 charge for homeowners to put their 
trash down there. Uh ... it just has brought on a God-awful amount of trash in 
public places--beachfronts and beach areas, cane roads, highways, on and on 
and on. So I want you to think about it, please. Uh ... I'm taken by all of our 
people in West Maui, and am delighted that you saw the big turnout tonight. 
Uh ... 1 think it maybe proves to you that there are people here besides tourists. 

?: .. . (Iaughter) . .. 

MR. BUCHANAN: And, you know, they live among the tourists and they're 
outnumbered every damned day of the year by tourists, you know. And yet 
they're sweet loving, helpful. .. bitchy people like I am. I mean, I speak about the 
last category for myself--

ALL: .. . (Iaughter) . .. 

MR. BUCHANAN: --not others. Urn ... but I've never been moved, you know, in any of 
the various public appearances I've made .. . never been moved as much as I 
was tonight by the Drug Court representation. If you have any money at all, put it 
there. 

· .. That's, that was more than chicken skin. That was marvelous. And it takes 
an awful lot for people to do that. Think of this, think of ourselves ... none of us 
are perfect. None of us have been perfect. 

· .. How many times have we admitted things like they did tonight to us? 

· .. Fantastic. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Buck. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you, Buck. 

AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Russell Brown? 
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NOTE: Pause while Mr. Brown approached the podium. 

MR. BROWN: ... Good evening, Council Members. You'll have to excuse my voice, 
I'm getting over a cold. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: .. . (inaudible) . .. 

MR. BROWN: I'm here to talk on behalf of the water safety program ... and maybe 
mention a couple other things. I'd like to first say that I have Parkinson's 
Disease. And .. .for me to go to the beach and know that there's a water safety 
officer there to watch over me and be able to go surfing ... knowing that I'm 
gonna be looked after properly is very comforting. I'm a graduate of Lahainaluna 
School. .. 1971, and I've seen the program develop from the beginning. And the 
use of jet skis, it is just phenomenal. These guys are the best in the world. 
We're talking the best. And to have them on our, in our corner is just 
unbelievable. And I would like you to support them anyway that you can. And I 
thank you for the support that you've given them. Uh ... 1 was very moved tonight 
by the Drug Court. I think that's a worthwhile cause and ... I'm glad I came just to 
witness that. Also, I got one other thing to say, along with Buck ... um ... why 
can't a rail system work? My grandfather was a head engineer of OR&L. And 
he ... was an engineer for many years. And it seemed to work then, why can't it 
work now? Thank you. 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you very much, Mr. Brown. Bren ... Brennan O'Malley? 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. O'Malley approached the podium. 

MR. O'MALLEY: ... Good evening, Council Members and Staff. I'm getting hungry 
now. My name is Brennan O'Malley, and I'm here on behalf of Jan Dapitan, 
Community Work Day's program. Um ... we've heard a lot of very strong and 
emotional messages from the citizens of West MauL .. unfortunately, I'm here to 
talk about the Parks and Recreation budget. Uh ... I'd also like to support ... put 
in my, my two cents--back, 20 years ago, back when Jack Starr had hair, I was a 
California State lifeguard for five years seasonally. And ... Iooking at the program 
that that state had in California and with what Archie and his guys work with, I, I 
fully support more funding for those guys. It's phenomenal. Their, their 
professionalism is renowned throughout the world. Um ... but I'm here to speak 
on behalf of the Maui Marriott and show our support for Keep America Beautiful 
system, specifically the Community Work Day program. Marriott International, in 
it's nationwide spirit to serve the community project, is currently a partner with 
Community Work Day program and their commitment that to be of service to 
ones community and environment is a vital part of all of our lives. This year 
budget of ... $90,000 is listed as a line item under the Parks and Recreation 
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Administration budget. However, Community Work Day programs' requesting 
additional $10,000. Community Work Day programs had a flat budget for three 
years, and monthly operating expenses have increased over the same period. 
The additional amount is needed due to increased dumping and increased litter 
calls, including responses to County agencies. Keep America Beautiful and 
Community Work Day programs must rely on funds from many sources. 
Um ... companies like Marriott are giving their most. .. they can to many different 
agencies. Marriott International will continue its commitment to insist Community 
Work Day's goals, but we urge the passage of $100,000 appropriation in the 
Parks and Recreation Fiscal Year 2002 budget. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. O'Malley. 

AUDIENCE: ., .(applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Dyke Kondo. 

NOTE: Long pause while Mr. Kondo approached the podium. 

MR. KONDO: ... Mr. Chairman, is there anybody else who want to testify before me? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: I. .. we have about another five people besides you. 

MR. KONDO: I suggest that they testify before me ... because I want plenty of time. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: No. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Well, you can have your three minutes now and then come back 
after everyone else, Mr. Kondo. 

NOTE: Silence. 

MR. KONDO: '" I. .. I'm gonna ask you some questions and .. .look to see if you 
know ... to give me some answer. I want to know if you Councilsmen [sic] know 
whether ... the annual . .. increase in property taxes ... assessment have say, 
ceiling. What is the ceiling? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: I don't know that--

MR. KONDO: Every county has a ceiling. What is the County ... Maui County ceiling? 
Don't you Councilmen know, know that? During Han, Hannibal Tavares 
Administration, the ceiling was 10 percent. Under the new appeal form that I've 
got recently, last year, it says 20 percent. When and how that ceiling was lifted--I 
ask that question to the Council last year and the previous year. No answer. 
That. .. how can, how can you say the Councilmen knowledgeable if you don't 
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know those things? Too bad some of you are new so you don't know. That's 
excusable. I can see that. 

· .. But how, I'm coming back to that ... 

· .. that the Council ordinance that was created in October 6, 1995 ... in order 
to ... uh ... put the Circuit Breaker, replace the Max Tax, the Council Budget 
Chairman, Dennis Nakamura, has suggested that. .. put an umbrella, that the 
umbrella receive $10,000 additional exemption for the homeowners' property. 
That was signed by the Mayor ... Lingle ... on, somewhere on November 7 or 
November 8 of that same year, 1985. 

· .. When I call the Property Tax Department, they tell me, no the senior citizens 
not gonna get it. .. only the younger ones below 60 going get that $10,000 
assessment. But, however, when I questioned Councilman Nakamura, he say 
everybody, all the homeowners supposed to get that 10,000 .. . (inaudible) . .. 
And I sent the letter to the Council of the whole in 1998, September, during the 
election. So the new Councilmen not familiar with it. But the older Council 
Members should know it. And ... why ... according to the County Charter ... 1 
have a County Charter, I always have proof, evidence with me when I go. The, 
the Charter says: to conduct investigation of operation of any department 
function of the County, and subject upon which the Council may legislate. The 
Council did legislate that $10,000 additional. .. exemption. But nobody in the 
County Council came up or made any move to rectify that error or that fraud and 
make restitution to the senior citizens. For four years ... the senior citizens who 
own property have been charged $144.20 ... which should be either rebated or 
refunded because you have ... 

· . . ordinance ... the 1995 ordinance that gave all homeowners additional 
$10,000 exemption. And like I said, only the younger ones below 50, uh, below 
60 got that $10,000 exemption. When I questioned the property tax department 
and I told them that this is ordinance made by the County Council in '95, the 
senior clerk told me if the Council had created this ordinance, why isn't the 
County Council doing something about it? This was last year, April. 

· .. Now, and they ... about my ... Apana Administration, they ... Finance Director 
Lo, he says anybody who's not getting their exemption should file appeal. But 
the way I understand the appeal, the appeal is for the annual increase in your 
assessment. 

· .. Previously ... previous administration, you only had to, the people who apply 
for the first time they apply for their exemption, they only need to take their 
receipt and go to their property tax department, and the department take cares of 
it. But. .. but now, under Apana, he wants, go ... (inaudible) . .. under Apana, he 
want to, for us to file appeals. The appeal is going cost $15. Gasoline--when 
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you travel from Lahaina to over there is over $6 per trip. You gotta make two trip, 
that's over, over $13 in gasoline alone. Why put the monkey on our back? This 
is a decision ... it's already have been signed. It's on record. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Kondo, do, would you care to return so that. .. you know, we 
gave you about five minutes. 

MR. KONDO: Okay. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: I know you have more to say, so--

MR. KONDO: Somebody else ... (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: We'll ask everyone else to speak, and you may return . 

. . . Anthony Akana. 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Akana approached the podium. 

MR. AKANA: ... Hi. .. you guys neva know who Anthony Akana was, yeah? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... (laughter) . .. I know--

MR. AKANA: .. . (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: --I'm looking at you going--

COUNCIL MEMBERS: .. . (Iaughter) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: --who? 

MR. AKANA: Um ... 1, I did that on purpose. Because if you see that I, I'm, I'm here as 
an individual and not as Friends of Mokuula. But let me just tell you that I wanna 
thank you for your support .. . (end of tape, start 28) ... for Friends of Mokuula. 
And let's move on to where I, why I'm really here. I'm here because I love 
Lahaina. And ... there's three major themes that I saw in the Mayor's proposal 
that I felt that maybe we haven't spent enough time thinking about. I'm 
not. .. talking about putting money into, but thinking about and trying to do 
something about it. One is that. . .I think that arts and culture and education and 
environment--these three things are one of the ... are the most important 
because the magic word in that proposal is quality. And these are the quality 
things that we need here in ... not only in Lahaina, but all of MauL And if you look 
under those areas, there's very little said about those things. And we're so 
concerned about economic development that we don't realize that with taking 
care of those things, the economic development will follow ... and we're going to 
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kill the golden goose once again. I think that the other part of it is collaborative ... collaborative ... collaborative and partnerships and those kinds of efforts are in, the most important thing and the best way to spend your money. We're doing a collaborative with LahainaTown Action, Lahaina Restoration. The amount of money that we're getting to do this collaborative is going to reach and go ten times as far ... as it would have gone if you give one ... organization to the other. We are going to, we are partnering right now with Drug Court because 80 percent of those people are Hawaiians ... and they're gonna be a part of the Mokuula, and we're gonna get them out of there. We're partnering with Maui Arts and Culture Center ... the big guy with all the millions of dollars and us small guys going go partner with them. And what for? What for? They have the means to get our message out through arts, through culture, through presentations. And it's not costing ... extra money. It's, that's what they do. And so we're just tagging on with them. We're partnering with other people. There are partnerships that go on in Lahaina that I don't think you even realize is, is--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes. 

MR. AKANA: --what is happening is that it generates and it affects more people than you could ... even dream about affecting with the little monies that you have to distribute. So if you look under partnerships and collaboration ... partnership initiatives, got one paragraph about this big about that. Okay? And it's about the fairgrounds . 

. . . Come on. What I really wanna tell you is that economic development needs to be put in it's place after we take care of the people ... and the quality of life that you keep talking about and we've been talking about for years. So, think quality ... and economics will come. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Akoni. 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Willi Wolff. 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Wolff approached the podium. 

MR. WOLFF: ... Good evening. And thanks for staying long and staying awake . 

. . . I would like to talk about the traffic and ... throw out some ideas ... which I think are important to consider. Uh ... the problem is simple to state--too many cars on the road. And the solution most people think about is build more roads. And in Kihei, the South Kihei Road was ... congested ten years ago, and they builded [sic] the North Kihei Road. It took only ten years for development to catch up and congest that road even more. So just building more roads is not 
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necessarily the solution. There are alternate ways of moving people around. And ... 1 believe the most efficient way to motivate people to use alternate way is to make it more expensive to drive cars. I drive a car myself. I don't like to pay more for it, but I think it's the only solution. To add a $1 tax on every gasoline sold ... and for residents, we can reduce the State income tax to set off the extra cost. This will encourage people to walk. 

· . . Now one thing is ... half-a-year ago, a year ago I was without a car for half-a-year voluntarily. I was so addicted to driving a car it took me three months to pick up a bicycle to drive from Lahaina to Kaanapali to work. As soon as I did, I was happy. I had the exercise ... 1 drove off the road along the ocean. I had the fresh air. As soon as I bought a car, I haven't touched my bicycle again. Two reasons, one is stretches, there's no bicycle path away from the highway. And riding along the highway, breathing the fresh ocean air, smelling the ground, I realized the difference as soon as I got near the highway ... how bad the air is. It stinks ... you don't want to breathe it. And driving on the road, we don't realize what comes into the car is the exhaust fumes of the car in front of us. But we are so immune to it, we don't smell it. So one thing I suggest is any bicycle paths needs to be away from motor vehicle traffic. First of all, the quality of air, but also for safety. I don't feel safe driving a bicycle and having cars at 60 miles per hour passing me. One little mistake and I'm dead meat. 

NOTE: Silence. 

MR. WOLFF: ... Urn ... 

· .. what, what the higher price of gasoline will also ... create, motivate people live closer to where you work. Another way for people, a lot of people work on, on West Maui and live on the other side ... partly because there's no affordable housing. 

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes. 

MR. WOLFF: If I make $1,600 a month or $2,000 a month and I'm left with $1,200 or $1,600 take home pay, I can't pay $850 rent. And that's what a studio goes for now. 

· .. It will encourage people to use car pools. Encouraging people to use van pools. It will. .. produce extra money to create public transportation system, buses ... possibly monorail. Uh ... another idea I read in the paper which struck me, in Bahamas, rental cars are outlawed. Tourist in Bahamas are getting around in shuttles provided by the hotels and public trans, transportation. I don't. .. think we will outlaw to, rental cars here, but we can increase the cost so the tourists, the operators, the hotels will be encouraged to ... provide shuttles. A shuttle can transport 60 people. That's 60 cars less on the road. 
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... Another thing which I wanted to shortly tap on is ... the fatalities in West Maui. And ... the reason for the fatalities is the overcrowdedness of the roads, the drunken driving, and I've picked up on--in a newspaper article--that driving tired is as dangerous as driving drunk or high on drugs. 

MS. KOLLER: Four minutes. 

MR. WOLFF: And people are driving tired because they are working three jobs to make a living. So they create economic conditions where people can survive on one job or two jobs ... will also reduce traffic fatalities. Thank you for listening. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Wolff. 

NOTE: Silence. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: '" Mike Whitehead? 

MS. ROCKED, FROM THE AUDIENCE: .. . (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mike left. Okay, thank you. Hold on, Dyke, not your turn yet. Louise Rockett? 

NOTE: Pause while Ms. Rockett approached the podium. 

MS. ROCKETT: ... Good evening, Council Members. Glad to see you here tonight. Just have a few things. One is the Napili Park. I live right there by the park. It was really wonderful, when you hear on Sundays, the crack of the bat and the people screaming. But it's not the children. If you come to Napili, the children have no way to get to that park. They're all playing in the street. They're all skateboarding. There's no place for those kids at that park. We need the other half of the park, which is for the little kids who we want to get off the streets. The other part is for organized activities. Lot of these children do not participate in organized activities. There's no playground there. There's nothing. It's just two fields. And I love it, I mean, it's wonderful. But we need the other half of the park for those kids. Come to Napili. . .they're all in the road playing on their skateboards after school . 

. . . Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Louise. We appreciate that. 

AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . .. 
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CHAIR HOKAMA: We have Nicole Gwen ... Halaapiapi. .. if ... 1 hope I'm saying it 
correct. Nicole, are you there? 

NOTE: Pause while Ms. Halaapiapi approached the podium. 

MS. HALAAPIAPI: ... First of all, it's kind of sad that there's only one person here for 
Community Clinic of Maui. I personally was very poor about. . .four years ago. 
And I always had to use their services. And when I began using their services, it 
was only $14 a visit if I was uninsured. Now it's gone up to $25 a visit. And I 
appreciate all their services, they're very good. The doctors are very good. But I 
do have trouble trying to get a hold of a billing person every time I call in. And it 
takes them awhile to respond. And now I see what the reason is. Um ... 

. . . at that time, that $14 a visit would have taken me, probably, four months to 
payoff. And they do have a sliding scale, and they allow you to pay it over a 
long period of time ... which is very nice for people who cannot afford, you know, 
even $14. Fourteen dollars, to some of us here, is one meal. You know, 
$14 ... whatever. But some people, it's hard. So anyhow, I wanna thank 
Community Clinic of Maui. That's not the reason why I was here. I just thought 
of it when she started talking. But anyhow, he's my speech. I'm doing the same 
one I did last time. I don't know if everyone was here the last time I did it. I'm 
very nervous. Sorry. So, anyhow ... good evening. Thank you for your time. My 
name is Nicole Groen Halaapiapi. What I have to say today will bring shame to 
myself and my husband's culture, but I've come here to speak out for funding on 
the programs I believe in ... and have helped me in the past. I'm a victim of 
domestic violence. My husband and I have been married for five 
years--sometimes separated, sometimes not. Because of this, I have had to use, 
utilize many of the County's programs. I'm also a child of parents who have been 
married at least three times--each during and after my birth. I was always shifted 
around between dad, grandma, aunts, and uncles. Therefore, I believe very 
strongly in keeping the family unit together. I used to be on DHS. Unless you've 
been on it, you wouldn't know that it's not enough money to meet rent, pay 
electric and phone--although I'm thankful for what they gave. As a result, I 
desperately needed the services of MEO's surplus food program and their 
referrals to the 700 Club and Salvation Army--who not only helped with food, they 
also gave clothing. Light Bringers also helped a couple of times . 

. . . My whole family believe in God and taught me it's wrong to lie, cheat, and 
steal. Doing any of these things goes against my morals. That's why I'm so 
thankful for these services. I know all I have to do is ask and they freely give. I 
also stand behind funding for Women Helping Women, who have provided a safe 
house for me on two occasions ... totaling a month, and two years of weekly 
counseling. My husband attended court-ordered A TV classes which helped him 
tremendously. I think both of us are still alive because of these two agencies. 
Two of my sons were born with disabilities, therefore I had to take them to Imua 
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Rehab. Thanks to Imua, their range of motion and speech have improved. They also gave referrals for 0-3 respite care, preschool open doors, and MEO Headstart--which were all approved and used. There are only 20 spots open for children in Lahaina's MEO Headstart. I feel very blessed--my 3- and 4-year-old take up two spots. MEO not only provides transportation services, they also provide breakfast, lunch, and a snack--all for free. Please don't cut their funding. If anything, increase it. I don't trust just anyone with my children ... all these things I've gone ... with all the things I've gone through in my life. But I know that they are safe at preschool. Please pro ... provide as much funding as you can for these programs--hopefully even more than last year. Thanks to these programs, I'm no longer a domestic violence victim, I'm now a survivor. Since the ATV classes, there have been no more instances of domestic violence. Also, thanks to these programs, my children ... never have to know what it's like to go to bed hungry. We also put a down payment on a condo, so I believe I will never need the help of DHS again . 

. . . I believe if you don't fund these programs ... well. .. well know, it can only cost our County more in the future. My children are the future, and that's why I am here tonight. And remember, for every one of me, there are hundreds more out there whose lives you are affecting who couldn't make it tonight or are too ashamed to tell their story. And ... also, there was another parent here tonight from the .. .they have a child in the MEO Headstart, and they were speaking on behalf of Drug Court. They did not have time to speak on behalf on MEO Headstart, so I'm letting you know right now that there's only 20 slots. I spoke on two slots because I have two children, and his is an extra third one. And at the last meeting, six months ago, there were also other parents and teachers who came, who could not be here tonight. So that's a lot of people standing in for only those 20 children. Thank you. 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you very much, Nicole . 

. . . Okay, anyone else who wishes to speak ... please let us, make, make yourselves aware, come forward. 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Ka/epa approached the podium. 

MR. KALEPA: ... Hello, everyone. My name is Archie Kalepa, I'm a citizen of West MauL And ... you know, it's, it's ... really gratifying to see you guys sit here listen to all the concerns--not only the people of West Maui, but the people all of MauL And that's a really tough job. And we really appreciate everything that you folks have done for us--the people of Maui. And ... you know, the, the Drug Court program, I think that's a really unique program because, you know, like, one, that guy that was here ... 1 seen him when we was kid. And ... uh, he was ... he was 
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headed in the wrong direction. And what I seen tonight was a totally different person. So, you know, I know there is hope, there is light at the end of the tunnel. And ... you know, another thing is what George was talking about, the senior citizens, you know, they ... those guys ... they, they're always here in force in the County Council hearings. And, you know, that's ... they, they're very inspiring. And I would like to see you folks support and fund their projects. And he, he ... he said one thing, and ... where he lives ... 1 live right next door to him. And ... this is, this is ... this is not about money. When you guys go home tonight, take a ride down Front Street. And when you go past Maulele [sic] Park ... the Lahaina Shores, you're gonna notice that that two-lane road is actually a one-lane road. And it, it's so dangerous ... (sigh). .. Couple weeks ago, I wanted to go fishing on my boat and I couldn't go out because people were blocking the whole road. I couldn't get out of the place. And ... 1 called the police and he said, oh, well, we can't do anything. And so I'm asking for you .. .for you folks to take a ride on your way home ... take a ride down there and you look at that area, and see the, the parking problem that's there that needs to be addressed. Because somebody's gonna die. Because you cannot walk on the side of the road. You walking on the road. And when you drive down there tonight, when you drive down Front Street, you're gonna see there's a ... there's a center line, the yellow line, and you going ride, you going drive on both sides of that center line. And that's something that's, you know, it's ... the, the last County Council guys that were here, they, they made a big difference. They, Lahainaluna Road, they turned that into a four-lane stop. I mean, that totally stopped the ... you know, the, the con ... congestion there. Now traffic flows really good. And that, that was a good thing. And, you know, that, the ... that parking thing there, that needs to be addressed 'cause somebody will die, somebody will get hurt ... and, you know, it might be one, somebody I know. Might be George. I don't know. You know? And I don't, I don't wanna see that happen to anybody. And, you know, I'd like for you guys to take a look at that. And .. .for everybody supporting water safety and some of our needs, I appreciate that. And ... thank you once again, Council. I watch you guys all the time on TV. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Archie? Archie? 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Just so that we're clear, and our Public Works Committee Chairman is here, is this right across the tennis courts area? 

MR. KALEPA: No--

CHAIR HOKAMA: Further? 
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MR. KALEPA: If you go, you go south of the tennis courts ... right in front of Lahaina Shores. What happens is Lahaina Shores ... they turned it into, like, condo. So those--

CHAI R HOKAMA: Right. Right, right. 

MR. KALEPA: --so the people park outside now. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. 

MR. KALEPA: And the, the hotel parking ... you gotta pay. So a lot of them park outside on the road. And there's been accidents late at night where people ... you know, swipe the cars on the side of the road. And, you know, it, it's a, I don't think it's a situation that's that difficult. That can be changed. You know, just take a--

?, FROM THE AUDIENCE: It is the other end of Front Street. 

MR. KALEPA: Yeah, this is the south-end of Front Street, right in front of Lahaina Shores. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. 

MR. KALEPA: I don't know if you're familiar with Mango Stand ... 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Uh-huh. 

MR. KALEPA: Mango Stand. Right there. That whole area right there. For about 150 yards, there's cars parked on both sides. And ... Iot of it is because the luau show. You know, a lot, there's no, there's not enough parking, so people gotta park there. So maybe when you go it might be fairly empty, but if you come over here on a, on a ... on a weeknight from 6 o'clock to 8 o'clock, you're gonna see that the parking is a very bad problem there. Okay? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, Archie, thank you very much. 

MR. KALEPA: Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: We appreciate. Okay, anyone else that would like to speak? Archie, can you fill out a form for us, please? 

MR. KALEPA, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Oh, okay. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you. 
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... Okay--yes, Mr. Wolff? 

MR. WOLFF, FROM THE AUDIENCE: ... Can I say ... 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, you can, you have one, one more opportunity to speak. Sure. And then ... anyone else? Then if not, Mr. Kondo is gonna be our last speaker. Okay, Mr. Wolff, you have three minutes. 

MR. WOLFF: Well, what I wanted to say, I was also moved by the Drug Court and their success. And what I suggest, to have a traffic court ... and anybody caught driving a motor vehicle where they could walk or ride a bicycle or car pool. .. should have the option to either go to jail or go to traffic court where they can learn sensible use of ... transportation. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... (laughter) . .. Thank you, Mr. Wolff. Okay ... thank--

MR. BROWN, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Can I say something really quick? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Brown, you gonna need to speak on the mic, please, so we can get it on the record. Thank you. 

NOTE: Long pause while Mr. Brown approached the podium. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Archie. 

MR. BROWN: ... I'll make this real quick. I'd just like to address the problem of public--

CHAIR HOKAMA: State your name for the record, please. 

MR. BROWN: Russell Brown. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

MR. BROWN: Sorry. I'd just like to address a problem of public transportation. Seems to me, when I was growing up and as a young man on Oahu ... there was always a bus system or something ... to get anywhere on the island that you needed to go to. A person with disabilities was able to get on a bus and go to any, any ... 

. . . doctor or facility that he needed to go to. There's no such thing like that on MauL And ... for people that are unfortunate not to have a lot of money and can't afford car insurance and so forth, I would like to see some kind of public transportation between West Maui and Wailuku and the facilities that we need to get to over there. Thank you. 
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. 

AUDIENCE: .. . (applause) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Brown. Okay, if there's no one else, Mr. Kondo ... you have your opportunity to address the Committee one more time. 

NOTE: Pause while Mr. Kondo approached the podium. 

MR. KONDO: ... During, during ... during the Hannibal Tavares administration, I was the one who told the County Council that the State and the County have difficulty in making their budget because they want to take care of all their constitu ... constituents and election supporters. So they make a spending budget. 

· . . But when they make the spending budget, the, the income, the revenue cannot match the spending budget. So I told the Council it's only make sense that you ... dole out the remaining money accordingly and share. Not what they, the people want, but what you can afford to give. And that has been, they took that into advice and has been going on 'till lately. 1998 ... the County Council ... 

· .. came up with a budget that is $2 million over the Administration's ... budget. In other words, the Council added $2 million more onto the Administration budget. 

· .. Of course, this was Lingle's last year, so she signed it anyway. But she did not release the money. The ... and the Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee was Apana himself. 

· .. You can see that he was playing politics ... that's why when he run for mayor the following year, he, he get the vote. This year ... he get lot of ... in his spending budget, I cannot understand because some, most of them, some of them are private enterprise. The County doesn't fund private enterprises. No. You look the Raceway Park, 850,000 ... cooling plant for Kula farmers, 250,000; slaughter house for Molokai, 100,000. How many more ... 

· .. are in his budget? It's $51 million more than the previous year. And last, the last time when you folks work the budgets, you say we gotta cut the, the budget, the Mayor's spend ... spending budget to the bone. So you say 6 percent. What some Council Members, Republican members disagreed and say you can cut 2 percent more. Then you Democrats there ... argue, say that we cut to the bone ... the floor is run red with blood. Okay? It's run red with blood. But this year the Administration ... Administration report says that they have 25.7 million left over ... unspent savings. Unspent. To me, it means money that they neva 
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use; they neva fund those things. So they, the Council Member who say you can pro ... you can cut 2 percent more was right. 

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes. 

MR. KONDO: But you folks disagreed ... on Democrats and Republicans. One Councilman told the Republican, you guys can go to hell. Who you represent, representing? The Democrat party or the people, the taxpayers of the County? I want that answer. Me, I been doing this kind of thing since 1979 ... during Hannibal Tavares Administration. Hannibal and I go together, to know each other very well. So did all, all the other older Council Members. 

· .. I think you folks wrong. I don't care who is Republican. I don't care who is Democrat. I go by the person, the person individually. And one thing that you people don't know is that I was trained in Japanese martial arts for 6Y2 years three times a week. And then I sort of judge people by their looks. 

MS. KOLLER: Four minutes. 

MR. KONDO: I look their eye and I, I can tell. When I talk to the person, I look them in the eye ... and I know. But I don't make anything of it. 

· .. Since I'm a old man now, I try to be sort of cool-headed and, you know, amiable, get along with everybody. But I cannot stand some kind of bullshit. No. 

· .. That's all I get to say to you Councilmen. Like ... Iike on this Hula Bowl. .. it's been like four years already. First year, you, first year, 20,000 the County got. Second year, 21,000. But the first year's 20,000 went for the aluminum bleachers. So they had nothing left. So the second year 21 .. . (inaudible) . .. Third year, there's no ... public statement about what the County's share of the third year. And this year, the fourth year, again, there's no County state ... public statement. Nobody knows what the Council got. But the Council, the County has spent 2.2 million. How much of the 2 million, 2.2 million did the County recover from the Hula Bowl? Are you gonna continue Hula Bowl in this ... this next year? Uh ... 

MS. KOLLER: Five minutes. 

MR. KONDO: ... you already have plenty debt--like the Makawao ... Highlands. The County stands to lose about $1.4 million on it. Are we going, are the County gonna backwards all the time? You going raise our property taxes? We senior citizens of the, sure ... Iet me tell you now, the, I give you straight, this year, we pay, I pay and rest of the retirees also pay $94.70 per month for medical and health fund, fee. 
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· .. Social security ... social security, Medicare charge us $75. Me. Not the others. Me. 

· .. The others maybe little bit less. 

MS. KOLLER: Six minutes. 

MR. KONDO: While the County ... and State employees and retirees, they don't pay anything. The County ... the government pays for them their health fund. Not only the retirees and their. .. employees, but their spouses also. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Kondo, could you please wrap up your testimony for us? 

MR. KONDO: Okay. That's all right. I, I'll leave right there. So something that you got to think about. The money ... that. .. take, you taking from us to fund the other, the other ... other places from the old people. This could have ... this, all this could have been taken care of in 1996. But Councilman Kawano, who was the Chairman, he cut me off. He cut ... 

· .. he ... adjourn the meeting rather than answer my questions. That's wrong. He violated several things--even the State Sunshine Law. 

· .. So you, you can see for yourself--you cannot say the Council Member are knowledgeable, they're smart, knowledgeable. No ... 1 think sometimes, I think they're stupid. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Mr. Kondo. Okay ... 

MS. HALMPIAPI, FROM THE AUDIENCE: ... (inaudible) . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, Nicole, yeah, sure you can come up one more time. Please state your name for the record, again, please and ... Iet us know what your thoughts are. 

MS. HALMPIAPI: My name is Nicole Groen Halaapiapi. And my concern is about the homeless shelter that's gonna be ... proposed across Shaw Street area. 

· .. The problem I have with the ... proposal is that. .. it's for homeless people who meet a certain qualification. Right now, all the homeless people are staying at Pastor Lucky's house. Does anyone know who he is? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Uh-huh. 

MS. HALMPIAPI: Okay. Well. .. if they, if that element does not fit in the qualification guidelines that the homeless shelter wants, they're gonna kick out these people 
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who are drug addicted, alcoholics, et cetera, et cetera, people who do not wanna get jobs. And then where are they gonna go once again? They're gonna be the homeless again ... that we're having a problem with in the first place. So I'd like you guys to maybe think about if you can fund ... something that will ... accept these kind of people. I mean, I know Light Bringers helps them out no questions asked. They don't need a social security card. They don't need anything. They used to live in the field where ... 1 believe Weinburg is putting in new development over here. I don't know what street it is. It's kind of, you know, two fields across from each other. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: .. . (inaudible) . .. 

MS. HALAAPIAPI: Well, I believe the homeless used to stay in there. They used to have a little shanty-town or something over there. And the reason why we're seeing a lot more homeless now is not because there, there are more homeless, it's because they're being pushed out of their homes and now they're coming out where we can see them. And you know, I, I've spoken with Victor, I don't remember his last name, he ... he helps with the Light Bringers and whatnot. And he's, he's the one who informed me that we're not actually having a problem with more homeless, it's that they're being seen more often because their homes are being taken away. So if you can think about possibly finding someone, some certain organization who will take care of these homeless people, where they do not fall into the guidelines of the homeless, whatever. And the problem is, too, that the ... the same company who's doing the homeless shelter on the other side, they need to expand because they have too much money wrapped up in this one project. So they need to expand. But they're expanding under their same rules and same guidelines--not accepting everyone under whatever condition it is. So, please ... keep that in mind. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Nicole . 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. .. 
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, anyone else? If not, we thank all of you who stayed with us 
'till the end. And this meeting is adjourned .. . (gavel) . .. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (AA, RC, GH, JJ, OK, PK, MM, CT) 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

ADJOURN: 9:01 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

~ .. ~ 
G:RKiHOKAMA, Chair 

Budget and Finance Committee 

bf:min:010329:cs 
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